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FAQs About the New Mexico Presidential Preference 
Caucus to be held on February 5, 2008 

 
Note: This is a non-binding summary of the various rules for the New Mexico 
Presidential Preference Caucus and the Delegate Selection Plan, compiled for 
your convenience.  The official, binding Delegate Selection Plan can be found on 
our web site, www.nmdemocrats.org, by clicking on the icon on the left side of 
the page that says “Denver 2008 – DPNM’s 2008 Delegate Selection Plan”. 
 
GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CAUCUS 
 
What is the New Mexico Presidential Preference Caucus? 
The Presidential Preference Caucus is a statewide election conducted on 
February 5th, 2008 by the Democratic Party of New Mexico for the purpose of 
voting for the Democratic nominee for President of the United States.  The 
results of this election will be used to determine New Mexico's allocation of 
delegates among the Democratic Presidential candidates to the Democratic 
National Convention in August of 2008. 
 
Will I still be able to vote for the Democratic nominee for President in New 
Mexico’s Primary on June 3rd, 2008? 
No. The February 5th, 2008 Caucus is the only opportunity New Mexico 
Democrats will have to vote for President in a primary in 2008. 
 
How does New Mexico's Caucus compare to Iowa's Caucus? 
New Mexico will employ a different type of caucus than the traditional one used 
by Iowa.  Democratic voters will be able to cast absentee ballots from January 
12th to January 28th, 2008.  On February 5th, 2008, Caucus sites will be open 
from noon until 7:00 PM (voters in line at 7:00 PM will be allowed to vote after the 
polls close).  Voters will simply cast a ballot at the Caucus site and then leave, 
much like voting in a regular election. 
 
Is this an open or closed Caucus (meaning can people registered as 
Independents or as “Decline-to-State” participate)? Who is eligible to 
participate in the Caucus?   
This is a closed Caucus -- only Democrats in New Mexico who have officially 
registered Democratic by January 4th, 2008, may participate in the Caucus. 
 
Will results of the Presidential Preference Caucus be ready on the evening 
of February 5th?  When will finalized results be ready? 
Preliminary results should be ready by 8:30 PM on February 5th.  However, 
certified results will not be ready until February 15th, 2008. 
 
Is this the first time this type of Caucus has been conducted in New 
Mexico? 
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No -- this is the second time that a party-run Caucus has occurred in New Mexico 
in connection with the Presidential election. This is also the second time that the 
results of a Caucus have been used to select the pledged delegates to the 
Democratic National Convention.  The first party-run Caucus in New Mexico 
occurred on February 3rd, 2004. 
 
What are the hours in which I can cast a ballot on February 5th? 
Caucus sites will be open from noon until 7:00 PM (voters in line at 7:00 PM will 
also be allowed to vote). 
 
What is a Caucus site? 
A “Caucus site” is a polling location that consolidates several existing precincts 
into one central polling location.  Your regular polling location may not be open, 
so you will have to determine your polling site, called a “Caucus site” ahead of 
time by calling the Democratic Party of New Mexico or visiting this website 
beginning December 15th, 2008. 
 
Can I vote by mail (absentee) in the Presidential Preference Caucus? 
Yes.  If you are a registered Democrat in New Mexico as of January 4th, 2008, 
and if you fill out a form to request a vote-by-mail ballot from the Democratic 
Party of New Mexico and submit it by mail, fax, email, or written request in 
person between December 17th, 2007 and January 21st, 2008, you may vote by 
mail.  (A form for requesting a vote-by-mail ballot will be available on this website 
or at the Democratic Party of New Mexico headquarters beginning December 
17th, 2007.)  Vote-by-mail ballots will begin to be mailed to voters who requested 
them on January 12th, 2008. Completed vote-by-mail ballots must be returned by 
mail to the Democratic Party of New Mexico and must be postmarked by January 
28th, 2008, to be counted. 
 
May I change my party affiliation to vote in the Presidential Preference 
Caucus? 
Yes.  In order to vote in the February 5th Democratic Presidential Caucus, you 
may change your party affiliation to Democrat as long as this is done by January 
4th, 2008. 
 
How do I request a vote-by-mail ballot? 
Beginning December 17th, 2007, a form will be available from the Democratic 
Party of New Mexico, both on this website and at the Party headquarters at 1301 
San Pedro NE, Albuquerque, NM.  To request a ballot, voters should fill out this 
form and either mail, fax, email, or submit the form in person to the Democratic 
Party of New Mexico.  Requests for a vote-by-mail ballot will be accepted from 
December 17th, 2007 to January 21st, 2008. Mass requests and requests by 
organizations shall not be granted. 
 
May I pick up a vote-by-mail ballot at the Headquarters of the Democratic 
Party of New Mexico? 
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No, vote-by-mail ballots are sent out only by mail.  Applications to request a 
ballot may be picked up at Headquarters, but the actual vote-by-mail ballot will 
only be delivered by mail to individual voters. 
 
What happens after I request a vote-by-mail ballot? 
The Democratic Party of New Mexico will begin sending out vote-by-mail ballots 
on January 12th, 2008, to those who have requested one.  The Party will send 
out vote-by-mail ballots until the last day to submit an application for a vote-by-
mail ballot: January 21st, 2008. Completed vote-by-mail ballots must be returned 
by mail and must be postmarked by January 28th.  Provided that the vote-by-mail 
ballot is postmarked by January 28th, the Democratic Party of New Mexico will 
count all ballots received in time for the vote to be certified by February 15th, 
2008.  Counting of vote-by-mail ballots will begin on Caucus Day, February 5th, 
2008. 
 
If I vote by mail, can I vote again at the Caucus site?   
No.  Each voter will only be allowed one vote in the Caucus.  If a voter has 
already returned a vote-by-mail ballot, she/he will be noted as “voted absentee” 
in the voter registration list available at the Caucus site. 
 
If I request a ballot and don't return it, can I still vote at the Caucus site? 
Yes.  Only voters who request a vote-by-mail ballot and return it to the 
Democratic Party of New Mexico will be ineligible to vote again at a Caucus site.  
A voter's vote-by-mail ballot is not cast until it is received by the Democratic Party 
of New Mexico.  If a voter requests a vote-by-mail ballot, but does not return it, 
she/he will still be able to cast a ballot in person on Caucus Day. However, vote-
by-mail ballots post-marked by January 28th but received after Caucus Day will 
be checked against the records of people who voted on Caucus Day to ensure 
that only one vote is counted per voter. 
 
Can members of the Armed Forces vote if they are abroad? 
Members of the Armed Forces, Merchant Marines, spouses and dependents of 
military personnel overseas (as well as any qualified registered Democratic voter 
who is overseas) may vote by mail by requesting a vote-by-mail ballot from the 
Democratic Party of New Mexico (following the same procedure as outlined 
above). 
 
What if I need assistance in voting due to a disability? 
If you need assistance because you are disabled, unable to read, or are a 
member of a language minority, you may be accompanied into the voting booth 
by a person of your choice who may assist you in voting. 
 
What if my name is not on the voter registration list on February 5th when I 
show up at the Caucus site? 
If a voter believes his or her name has been mistakenly omitted from the list of 
eligible voters at his or her polling place, the voter may cast a provisional ballot.  
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The eligibility of the voter will be determined by Democratic Party officials prior to 
the provisional ballot being counted and included in the final result. 
 
When do I have to be registered to vote in order to participate in the 
February 5th Presidential Preference Caucus? 
You must be registered as a Democrat in New Mexico by January 4th, 2008, to 
vote in the 2008 Presidential Preference Caucus.  To check whether you are 
registered to vote as a Democrat, please call your local County Clerk or you can 
call the Democratic Party of New Mexico at 505-830-3650, or 1-800-624-2457. 
 
Is this caucus taxpayer-funded? 
No, the Presidential Preference Caucus is entirely funded by the Democratic 
Party of New Mexico. 
 
 
REGISTERING TO VOTE 
 
Who may register to vote in New Mexico? 
Anyone may register to vote who is all of the following:  a resident of New 
Mexico, a citizen of the United States, not declared mentally incapacitated, and 
eighteen years old at the time of the next election. 
 
How and where do I register? 
You may register to vote by using the mail-in registration form.  These are 
available at each County Clerk's office, at the Office of the Secretary of State, 
and at many state agencies.  You may also register to vote at the Democratic 
Party of New Mexico Headquarters, 1301 San Pedro NE, Albuquerque, NM. 
 
Do I have to register for each election? 
No.  Voter registration in New Mexico can only be canceled for: (1) death; (2) 
court declaration of mental incapacity; (3) felony conviction; (4) change of 
registration to another county or state; and (5) failure to vote in any four year 
period after being placed on an inactive voter list and failing to respond to a 
notice of cancellation from the Board of Registration. 
 
DELEGATE SELECTION 
 
How many delegates will New Mexico have to the Democratic National 
Convention in August of 2008?   
New Mexico will have a total of 38 delegates and 4 alternates to the Democratic 
National Convention. 
 
How many of these delegates and alternates are pledged to a particular 
candidate? 
26 delegates and 4 alternates to the Democratic National Convention are 
pledged to a specific Presidential candidate. 
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How many of the total amount of delegates are unpledged and can vote at 
the convention for whomever they choose? 
12 delegates to the Democratic National Convention are unpledged. 
 
How will New Mexico's Presidential Preference Caucus determine the 
allocation of the delegates to the Democratic National Convention? 
The outcome of the vote in the February 5th Presidential Preference Caucus will 
determine the allocation, by presidential preference, of 26 delegates and 4 
alternates to the Democratic National Convention, and, among those delegates, 
17 delegates and 4 alternates will be apportioned according to the vote in each of 
New Mexico's three congressional districts.  The aforementioned delegates are 
known as "pledged" delegates and "pledged" alternates, and are committed to 
voting for a particular candidate based upon the results of the Presidential 
Preference Caucus.  The remaining 12 delegates are "unpledged," and have the 
right to vote for any individual they choose. 
 
How do I become a delegate? 
There are three types of pledged delegates (the number in parentheses is the 
number of delegates in each category): 
 
1.  District-Level: Delegates (17) and Alternates (3) -- these are delegates and 
alternates who are elected at district conventions that will be held in each of New 
Mexico's three congressional districts on April 19th, 2008.   The proportional 
allocation of delegates to presidential candidates is based on the results of the 
February 5th Presidential Preference Caucus in each congressional district.  
Individuals must declare their candidacy to be a district-level delegate in writing 
to the Democratic Party of New Mexico by 5:00 PM on March 20th, 2008, and 
attend the District Convention in the district in which they reside on April 19th, 
2008.  (The form for declaring candidacy to be a district-level delegate or 
alternate to the Democratic National Convention is available by clicking here.) 
2.  Pledged Party Leaders and Elected Officials (PLEOs) (3) -- these are 
appointed by the State Party Central Committee on April 26th, 2008, and are 
appointed according to the following order of priority: big city mayors and 
statewide elected officials (to be given equal priority), state legislative leaders, 
state legislators, and other state, county, and local elected officials and party 
leaders.  Individuals must declare their candidacy to be a Pledged PLEO 
delegate in writing to the Democratic Party of New Mexico by 5:00 PM on March 
28th, 2008.  (The form for declaring candidacy to be a PLEO delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention is available by clicking here.) 
3.  At-Large: Delegates (6) and Alternates (1) -- these delegates and alternates 
are appointed by the State Party Central Committee on April 26th, 2008, and are 
apportioned according to statewide results of the Presidential Preference Caucus 
on February 5th, 2008.  Among the at-large delegates and alternates, priority will 
be given to women, African Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans, 
Asian/Pacific Americans, Disabled Americans, members of the GLBT community, 
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and under-represented age groups.  Individuals must declare their candidacy to 
be an At-Large delegate in writing to the Democratic Party of New Mexico by 
5:00 PM on March 28th, 2008.  (The form for declaring candidacy to be an At-
Large delegate or alternate to the Democratic National Convention is available by 
clicking here.) 
 
What are the two types of unpledged delegates to the Democratic National 
Convention? 
There are two types of unpledged delegates: 
1.  Unpledged Party Leader and Elected Official Delegates (PLEOs)(11) -- 
these delegates are appointed automatically by virtue of their elected office.  The 
following individuals will be automatically appointed as Unpledged PLEO 
delegates: Members of the DNC who legally reside in New Mexico, each 
Democratic member of the U.S. House and Senate from New Mexico; the 
Democratic Governor of New Mexico; and other "distinguished party leaders" 
who legally reside in New Mexico.  The names of the Unpledged PLEO 
delegates will be transmitted by the Secretary of the Democratic National 
Committee to the Chairman of the Democratic Party of New Mexico no later than 
March 1st, 2008. 
2.  Unpledged Add-On Delegates (1) -- this delegate will be nominated by the 
State Democratic Party Chair and selected by the State Party Central Committee 
on April 26th, 2008, just before the selection of the Pledged PLEO Delegates.  
Unpledged add-on delegate candidates may be nominated by the Chair whether 
or not they previously filed a statement of candidacy for a delegate position or 
submitted a pledge of support for a presidential candidate. 
 


